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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in responsive to the amendment filed on May 07, 2008. Claims 2, 
4, 7 and 13 were cancelled. Claims 1 , 3, and 5-6, 8-12, 14-20 are pending and have 
been considered below. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Though directed 
towards a 'method', claim 1 does not include any steps. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 3 and 5-6, 8-12, 14-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Toot (Flash 5 by Macromedia, as evidenced by Michael Toot , Flash 5 
In an Instant, Published in December 2001 by IDG Books) in view of Franklin (Flash 5! 
Creative Web Animation, Published December 22, 2000 by Macromedia Press.) 

Claim 1, 9, 10: Toot discloses a method for representing menu buttons in a menu for 
controlling the presentation of video data stored on a storage medium, the menu 
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buttons having one out of three states, the states being normal, selected or activated, 
wherein (pg. 167: Up, Over, Down, Hit), 

a. data describing the menu buttons are also stored on said removable storage 
medium, the data comprising for each button image data (pg. 172); and 

b. a menu button is represented by different images corresponding to different 
image data depending on its state being normal, selected or activated (pg. 172), 

c. wherein the image data representing a particular menu button state on a display 
includes a sequence of pictures (pg. 174-176: Leaf Spin) and 

However, Toot does not explicitly disclose, 

d. wherein a rate at which the sequence of pictures is animated is relative to a video 
frame rate, and value representing said rate at which the sequence of pictures is 
animated is stored on said storage medium. 

Franklin discloses a book on the Flash Macromedia 5 software application, further 
disclosing: 

a. wherein a rate (pg. 3 of 8, "Frame rate," e.g. 12.0 fps) at which the sequence of 
pictures is animated is relative to a video frame rate (pg. 4 of 8: "actual playback 
speed"), and value representing said rate at which the sequence of pictures is 
animated is stored on said storage medium. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to utilize the teachings of Toot and Franklin combined. One 
would have been motivated to combine Toot and Franklin as they are both user guides 
to the same software application, Flash 5 by Macromedia. 
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Claim 3, 1 1 : Toot and Franklin disclose the method according to claim 1 . Toot further 
discloses wherein for a particular state of a menu button, said sequence of pictures 
representing said button is repeated as long as the button remains in particular state 
(pg. 174-176: Leaf Spin.) 

Claim 5, 12, 15, 16: Toot and Franklin disclose method according to claim 1 . Toot 
further discloses wherein a sound or sound sequence is associated to a particular state 
of a particular menu button, the sound or sound sequence being played back upon entry 
of the button into the associated state (pg. 168.) 

Claim 6: Toot and Franklin disclose method according to claim 5. Franklin further 
discloses wherein the sound associated with a state of a menu button is a speech 
sequence (Chapter 5, 4 th paragraph: "vocal track".) 

Claim 8, 14: Toot and Franklin disclose method according to claim 1 . Toot further 
discloses wherein a data structure on said storage medium comprises a data segment 
defining a page composition, the data segment containing said data representing the 
menu buttons (pg. 169.) 

Claim 17, 19: Toot and Franklin disclose method according to claim 1 . Toot further 
discloses wherein said data describing the menu buttons further comprise two region 



Application/Control Number: 10/550,262 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2174 

identifiers per button state (scaling from a larger to small region, pg. 168), and each 
button image is addressable through at least one of said region identifiers (pg. 168.) 

Claim 18, 20: Toot and Franklin disclose method according to claim 17. Toot further 
disclose wherein said two region identifiers per button state specify a range of regions 
(from a larger to smaller, pg. 168), and each of the two region identifiers addresses a 
button image of said sequence of pictures (pg. 168.) 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed May 07, 2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant's argument that "Franklin never even mentions or remotely 
suggests setting the animation rate relative to the video frame rate" has been fully 
considered but is not persuasive. Claim 1 as recited does not include 'setting' the 
animation rate, but only that there is a relationship ("relative to") between the two rates. 
Furthermore, "a video frame rate" though may be alluding to the "video data" in the 
intended purpose portion of the preamble of the claim, has no definite link, and as such 
"video frame rate" could be reasonably interpreted to mean the "actual playback speed," 
or the frame rate of the presentation once displayed. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Belousov whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1695. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (alternate Fri off) EST. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3800. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Steven P Sax/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2174 

AB 

July 17, 2008 
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